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Civic I-reader Dead

C.C. A. BALDI -

(. C. A BALDIDIES
SUDDENLY AT 68

Member of Board of Education
Found Dead in Bed
by Servant

ROSE FROM LOWLY STATION

C. C. A. Baldi, member of the
Board of Education and one of Phila-
delphia’s- most. influential ‘citizens of
Ttalian hirth, was fnund dead in bed
of cerebral apoplexy yesterday morn-

ing.

Although Mr. Baldl was 68, his
health had been unusually good until
a few months agn. “The night be-
fore 'his death, he attended a holi-
day party at the PFirst Italian Ex=
change Bank which he founded
thirty years ago, and is said to have
been in unusually good spirits.

Since the death of his wife, the
former Miss Louisa E. Sobernheimer,
in 1924, Mr Baldi had preferred to
live entirely alone In an apartment
over his bank at 928 South 8th
street. A servant came during the
| day to look alter his needs.
| Yesterday morning. the bank porter,
l"l‘nn_\-‘ 'Larmrt.a. took the Sunday
 papers to Mr. Baldi’s apartment and

was unable Lo rouse him. Finding
"him dead in bed, the man notified
| Mr, Baldi's eldest son, Dr. Frederick
! M. Baldi, who ascertained that his
father had died of an apoplectic
stroke in the course of the night
He had been dead several hours, il
was said.

Rose From Humble Station
From an immigrant lad of 14 who
knew no English, Mr, Baldi rose o
| be the undisputed leader of the
| Italian-American colony, & man of
great political power, thrice honored
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_by the King of Italy, and the pus-!
“gessor of a large fortune. i
" At the time of his death he was|
banker, coal dealer, undertaker, in- |
surance and rea] estate mam and,
'publlsher of L'Opinione, Pni!ndel-r
phia’s only Italian daily, He-re-!
“peatedly declined to hold a political
;office.

" He is survived by a daughter, Mrs.
Louise Douglass, and five sons, all of ;
Philadelphia; Dr. Frederick M. Baldi,
a physiclan; Vido M. Baldi, real es-
tate operator; C. C. A. Baldl, Jr.
& member of the State Legislature
from the Second District; Joseph F.
‘M. Baldi, 2 member of the Legisla-
_ture from the Fourteenth Distriet,
and Virgil M. Baldi, a banker. Two
brothers, Virgil and Alionso, a'so sur-

‘vive.

Mr. Baldi was born in Caste]numq
Cilento, in the Provinve of Salerna, |
Ttaly, on Decemver 2, 1882. Hel
learned to read and write and soon
supplanted the parish priest as letter-
v‘rit.el: for the neighborhood

Sails for America at 1

At the age of 14, he decided to
segk his fortune In Amerlca. With
his brother, Tony. 12, he shipped to
this country in the steerage, and ar-

_rived penniless, Friends of the fam-
" ily on this side wanted to raise money
to send the boys back to Italy, but
they refused lo Ro.

A friend lent the boys a route for

—selling lemons, which netted them
nceasionally =s much as $5 a weck.
Having-saved $125, Carlo hought out
a fruit stall where the Hotel Walton
“now slards.” He lost every cent in
the venture.
' Profiting-by his-éxperience, the boy
horrowed money and opened a stand”
tn the market stall at 22d and Spring
Garden streets. He rose at md-
night to attend the early morning
auctions of fruit, and succeeded so
we:l that he added a horse and cart
to his business. L

At that point he was obliged to
crewwrn to Italy for two years' serve

- §ce In the army. Returning to this

eountry at the expiration of his serv-
ice, he took out his first® eltizenship
pupers,

A youth of pleasing, presonality, he
rose steadlly in the esteem o s
fe)low-countrymen and was pressed
tnto service by the Itullan Cd:};uil_.

et - e

- %

when a puzzling situation arose m A
strike on the Schuylkill Valey Rail-
road.

- Monored by Railroad Company

He succeeded so well in ironing
out the dispute Lhat the company |
made him paymas.er. When a new!
roatbed was to be built, Baldi be-;
came a contractor, In the course of
pxravation he uncovered a.rich veln
of cou;, which he obtained permis-
slon to mine., Thus hegan his coal
Lusiness, which silll exists as one of
his largest ventures. :

His ' fellow countrymen came to
rely more and more upen bMim in
matters involving the trensfer of -
money from TItaly to the United -
States and kindred matters. At [irst |
he tried to avoid the responsidility, |
but later turned it to advantage and
opened a bank, the finunriai integrity |
of which has never been in Lhe |
slightest doubt. .

Defying & prevalent Tralian super- |
stition, Baldl next eniaced in the'
undertaking business, which later
grew into one of the largest in tnc
ciLy.

1t seemed that evervthing he laid |
a hand to prospercid. bul w his good
Juck he joined bound.ons energy and |
aksolute disrogard of personal hard-
ship. ¥

Foitically, Baldi alited himself with
‘the powerful Vare oreanization, and
only once wes his prestige as head of
|'.he Jialian colony threatened. That |,
was in 1917, when e was ousted!
from "the . Circalo  Ilaliano, which
sponsored an Itallan “Reévonstruction !
Committee to which, Baldt was op- |,
posed. The ‘nmr(-mcnl had ]:( noef-
feet' on hls sianding tn-the m:nmu-l
nlty, as he' rémained untdl hik death |
the bests ‘kRown and bmt 107ed uum
ol i)..'; race. -7

Ilomr Was Bornhed 1'

His allegh‘.mce to! ‘mp “Fasrist rc-]
plme in_ My 45 belleved 1o have -
_,lgﬂ, mg of his hnnuuru.1

ome _alEg atreet and - Grien
laas, ox’ho:ouuh at maciipght, April
20, 1923, when .he was veturmng on
shipboard frofy a visit o Daly, dar-
|ing which he had an audlence with:
the King, Musolini dind the Pope,

In October, 1924, Mr. Baldi- was
appointed to the Board of Fdueg- o
tion, a puast which he reparded A
the supreme achievement of his life

From the King of Italy Mr. Baldi
revelved the decornllons Chevalwer
und Commander of the Order of 1he

i1 of Ttady, and Chevalier of the
Ordtr of sto. MU and Lazsreos,

ypore -gnly- ens uu:er rmm i the

un” hodat” which fias; been bl'.ﬁlu\\t‘d.
Lumm SRR




